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WWA Petitions Forest Service to End Snowmobile Loophole
90 Groups and 1.3 Million Members Join WWA in Support
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Support Winter Wildlands Alliance today
& take a stand for quiet winter.

With the support of 90 recreation and conservation groups
representing 1.3 million members, Winter Wildlands Alliance
submitted a formal petition to the U.S. Forest Service asking
that snowmobiles be managed under the same guidelines
used for off-road vehicles in all other seasons.

quality, plants, animals, soil, wildlife habitat and the ecology

of entire winter ecosystems. It presents first-person accounts

of on-the-ground experiences by backcountry and Nordic skiers,
snowshoers and other non-motorized winter recreationists

that provide extensive documentation of conflicts between
traditional quiet recreation and snowmobile use.

Contact us today to find out how you can contribute!
Call (208)336-4203 or visit us on the web at

The petition calls on the Forest Service and the Department

Follow WWA on
Facebook & Twitter

of Agriculture to amend the 2005 Travel Management Rule
by removing the current exemption for over-snow vehicles.
The Travel Management Rule, also known as the ORV Rule,
is the framework used to designate which trails, roads and

Among other recommendations, the petition urges the Forest
Service to direct each forest unit to clearly define motorized

and non-motorized areas on a Winter Motor Vehicle Use Map
using existing and easily recognizable physical boundaries such

areas on each National Forest unit are open to motorized
use and where motors are prohibited.

as ridges, creeks, fences, roads, etc. in order to facilitate
adherence and enforcement.

Become of fan of Winter Wildlands Alliance on Facebook and
follow our regular updates. Find WWA on Facebook or simply log
on to winterwildlands.org and check out the live Facebook feed.

Find us on Twitter: @winterwildlands Up until the 2005 Rule took effect, all off-road vehicles,

including snowmobiles, were managed under a uniform set
of standards on national forest lands. However, the 2005
Rule repealed the previous off-road vehicle regulations.
Over-snow vehicles were exempted from the new Rule
but no replacement regulations for managing snowmaobiles
and other over-snow vehicles were issued.

The petition addresses concerns from snowmobilers that applying
the Travel Management framework to over-snow vehicle use
would eliminate off-trail snowmobiling. The 2005 Rule includes

a tool for allowing off-trail or cross-country snowmobile use in
appropriate areas by directing each national forest unit to designate
“roads, trails and areas” for motor vehicle use. The Rule defines
“area” as a “discrete, specifically delineated space that is smaller,
and in most cases much smaller, than a Ranger District.” WWA
Public Lands Director Forrest McCarthy and Executive Director
Mark Menlove traveled to Washington, DC in September to deliver
the petition to USDA and US Forest Service leadership and to brief
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The culmination of a three-year WWA effort, the petition
presents abundant peer-reviewed scientific evidence
Photos by: documenting adverse snowmobile impacts on air and water
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key members of Congress on the initiative. More than anything
in the history of Winter Wildlands Alliance, this initiative has the
potential to finally bring balance to the way our public lands

are managed in winter. A petition synopsis and list of supporting
organizations is available at winterwildlands.org.

Mark Menlove, Executive Director
mmenlove@winterwildlands.org

Clif Bar Winter Favorites
Give Back to WWA

Long-time WWA partner CIif Bar is stepping up its support this
holiday season through a special promotion that features WWA on
three seasonal bar flavors — spiced pumpkin pie, cranberry orange
nut bread, and iced ginger bread. In addition to featuring Winter
Wildlands Alliance on each bar, Clif Bar will donate one percent of
net sales from all three seasonal bar flavors to WWA.

Clif Bar kicked off the promotion at the summer Outdoor Retailer
Show in Salt Lake City with a Waffles for Wildlands event that

drew more than 200 outdoor industry insiders to the Clif Bar booth
for a hearty waffle breakfast and a chance to chat with Winter
Wildlands Alliance staff, all of whom were on hand, about WWA
and our mission.

About support of WWA, Bryan Cole, Manager of Free Sport Culture
and Advocacy at Clif Bar & Company, says, “We at Clif could not be
more excited about providing incremental support to Winter
Wildlands Alliance through our seasonal bar sales. Not only is the
work that WWA does truly inspirational, but it also helps to insure
the future protection of the pristine backcountry places where we
all love to play.”

So this holiday season treat yourself to tasty, healthy seasonal Clif Bar
favorites and support Winter Wildlands Alliance at the same time.
Clif Bar will also host a showing of the Winter Wildlands Alliance
Backcountry Film Festival at its new facility in Berkeley, California

on February 3rd. If you're in the Bay Area, please join us for films,
food, beer and a celebration of the backcountry experience! Details
available at www.winterwildlands.org.

MM

Backcountry Film Festival is
Bigger and Better than Ever

Now an established tradition that marks the beginning of snow
season in towns across the country, the sixth annual Winter
Wildlands Alliance Backcountry Film Festival promises to deliver
more backcountry stoke than ever before. This season will offer
epic scenery and beautifully told stories of backcountry winter
travel and maybe even a few laughs along the way.

Outdoor enthusiasts will gather in more than 40 cities to celebrate
the human-powered backcountry experience and to raise funds

for WWA and our grassroots partners. Along with our many sponsors
who make our festival a success, WWA is proud to welcome Clif

Bar as a platinum sponsor. New for the tour this year are
Backcountry Film Festival T-shirts, which will travel with the festival

and be available for purchase.

Is the Backcountry Film Festival coming to your town? If not, you
can make it happen! Get together with your local group and host a
show. In addition to being a fun night of human-powered fun and
reverie, hosting the Backcountry Film Festival can be a fantastic
fundraiser for your local group or SnowSchool site. Here’s a partial
list of venues and shows. More are being added every day. Check
out the website at www.backcountryfilmfestival.com for an updated

list and find us on Facebook!

Alaska

1/12/2011 Juneau
2/11/2011 Palmer

Idaho

11/04/2010 Boise PREMIERE
12/10/2010 Sandpoint
1/20/2011 Victor
1/27/2011 Moscow
2/1/2011 Hailey
2/12/2011 McCall
Montana

11/23/2010 West Yellowstone
2/25/2011 Red Lodge
Washington

12/02/2010 Cashmere
12/11/2010 Port Angeles
2/12/2011 Northbend

Goldtown Nickelodeon
Palmer Arts Council

The Egyptian Theater
Panida Theatre

The Wildwood Room
University of Idaho
The Liberty Theatre
Gravity Sports

Yellowstone Ski Festival
Elks Lodge

Cashmere Riverside Center
BarN9ne
VertFest

Utah

1/20/2011 Salt Lake City
California

2/3/2011 Berkeley
21412011 Tahoe City
2/12/2011 Bear Valley

Festival (special trailer)

Michigan

November Lapeer

Colorado

12/9/2010 Fort Collins
12/9/2010 Denver
12/16/2010 Golden

1/18/2011 Steamboat Springs
1/20/2011 Boulder
1/26/2011 Aspen

New Hampshire

11/18/2011 Hanover
New York

February Oneonta
Wyoming

11/9/2010 Jackson
11/20/2010 Lander
1/12/2011 Buffalo
1/15/2011 Gillette
Canada

2/27/2011 Rossland, B.C.

Brewvies Cinema Pub

Clifbar Building
Sawtooth Ridge Cafe
Bear Valley Telemark

The Chatfield School

The Mountain Shop

The Oriental Theatre
American Mountaineering
Center

TBA

TBA

Aspen Center for
Environmental Studies

Dartmouth College,
Spanos Auditorium

SUNY College

Snow King Resort
Lander Bar and
Gannett Grill
Buffalo Theatre
TBA

Rossland Miners Hall

Shelley Pursell, Backcountry Film Festival Coordinator

spursell@winterwildlands.org

Outdoor Report Highlights
the Need for Hands-On Programs
like SnowSchool

The Outdoor Foundation recently released a
special report called “Barrier to the Outdoors”
that summarized the attitudes of youth toward
engaging in outdoor activities. Young “outsiders” were enlisted to
share insight on how to help their peers become a more healthy
and active generation.

Providing support, outdoor education, and accessibility were some
of the top recommendations that came forward with this report.
Outsiders went further to state, “Education from parents is not
enough. Outsiders believe in the need for creatively integrating the
outdoors into school curricula, from PE and Geography to Biology
and Civics.” And, “include outside exploration and handsKon
experiences as part of the student's curriculum in school. Youth
organizations should coordinate inexpensive events at local parks.
Tap into the health benefits associated with outdoor activities.”

I am thrilled to see publications like this, because they stand so well
with our SnowSchool mission and echo our strong stand on getting
kids outside in the winter time. By fostering the relationship
between outdoor educators, corporate partners and our network
of members, SnowSchool helps make our winter wonderlands
accessible to students who may not have the means to get
outdoors in winter. SnowSchool couldn’t happen without the
support of our members and volunteers. There are plenty of ways
to donate your time and share what you know about the outdoors
with kids. The next generation of winter advocates will thank you.

By donating to SnowSchool and Winter Wildlands Alliance, you can
help make this program successful, please visit our website at
www.snowschool.org for more information

LW
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Corporate Partners

Play Your Part in Protecting
the Backcountry

The last few weeks when | walk out the door in the morning to
send the kids running off to school there is a chill in the air and | am
doing my best to patiently wait for the day when | leave the house
and we all dash into a flurry of snow. It’s the time of year when |
start checking the weather reports more often, looking at the hills
when | wake up, and grabbing the latest issue of Backcountry
whenever | race out of the house and need reading material.

| wonder if you, as a Winter Wildlands Alliance member, are doing
the same. Whether you are starting your plans for ski trips with
friends and family - wherever that may be — or still trying to hold
on to the last bits of autumn, | ask you to keep Winter Wildlands in
mind. As a member of WWA, you are supporting a cause that is
important to you! As you enjoy the breathtaking beauty of being
outside in the winter, you are also protecting your favorite
backcountry places. With your support, that perfect powder day
will remain in your mind forever and allow future generations to
also enjoy those places you've come to love.

Our individual monthly giving program is easy and allows you to
donate as little as $10 a month through auto withdrawal. Our
annual membership fee is only $35 a year, and if you choose to give
a little more you can receive fantastic premium gift items from our
corporate partners.

To donate online, visit www.winterwildlands.org and click JOIN.
For more information on our giving program, contact Lana \Weber
at (208)343-1630, lweber@winterwildlands.org. Let’s keep it wild!

LW

The six membership groups of Outdoor Alliance have a long
tradition of preserving public access to America’s Outdoors. \We
work together to protect the places we care about with a goal of
making a difference — for today and tomorrow.

American Canoe Association
American Hiking Society

Access Fund

International Mountain Biking Association
American Whitewater

Winter Wildlands Alliance

Progress Update: Winter Wilderness
Stewardship Project

WWA successfully kicked off the first phase of the Winter Wilder-
ness Stewardship Project this summer. As an intern at the WWA
office in Jackson, Wyoming | conducted background research and
interviews and laid out the next steps and goals for the stewardship
project. As the project took shape this summer, | became more and
more excited by the opportunity it presented to fundamentally
improve the way our land management agencies think of the winter
season. Besides increasing the protection and the enjoyment of key
winter wilderness areas, the Winter Wilderness Stewardship Project
will be truly innovative and trend setting.

The project will enhance the wilderness character and encourage
local stewardship of the Jedediah Smith and Winegar Hole Wilder-
ness areas, which lie on the west side of the Teton Range. In
response to the 10 Year Stewardship Challenge, the Forest Service
has partnered with WWA in an effort to improve the winter
management of these two wilderness areas. Right now, these
wilderness areas teeter on the edge of the passing standard set
down by the Forest Service.

The Jedediah Smith and the Winegar Hole suffer in three depart-
ments: lack of knowledge about their boundaries and their special
nature, insufficient knowledge of baseline winter recreation use,
and above all, the absence of a dedicated winter management plan.
By addressing each of these gaps, this project will improve the
awareness and stewardship of these incomparable wilderness areas.
Research conducted this summer highlighted the significance

of this project. It’s not just the Jedediah Smith and Winegar Hole
Wilderness Areas where winter management has been ignored,;
most of our public lands lack winter management plans. WWA

and the Targhee National Forest will make recommendations

for the first winter wilderness management plan of its kind. The
Winter Wilderness Stewardship Project presents the opportunity
to lead the nation in the field of winter management based on
cooperation between land management agencies and
non-government organizations.

This winter, the project will begin to address the gap in public
awareness. In partnership with Targhee National Forest, WWA wiill
publish a brochure to educate backcountry snowsports enthusiasts
about the Jedediah Smith Wilderness. WWA wiill lay the groundwork
for a winter management plan for both areas. This will require the
establishment of baseline data on how the wilderness areas are
used—where people are skiing and snowboarding and where
snowmobile trespassing is most often occurring. Using this informa-
tion, the Winter Wilderness Stewardship Project can craft the goals

and management actions that will provide the framework for a
winter management plan.

My work this summer has given me a glimpse of the dynamics that
govern our favorite winter sports, from the perspectives of both a
national organization and a land management agency. | have learned
that the work that WWA does and agencies’ management plans are
both much more important than I imagined. The winter manage-
ment plan forged through the Winter Wilderness Stewardship
Project can truly make a difference. With a plan in place, WWA and
the Forest Service will continue to increase public awareness and
sense of stewardship for the wilderness and ensure continuing
enjoyment by all forms of silent winter recreation.

Tom Flynn, Winter Wildlands Alliance Summer Intern

Grassroots Members

ALASKA IDAHO

Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition Central Idaho Recreation Coalition
Mountaineering Club of Alaska High Desert Nordic in Twin Falls

Idaho Mountain Recreation

Nordic and Backcountry Skiers Alliance
Southeast Idaho Recreation Alliance (SIRA)
Teton Valley Trails & Pathways

University of Idaho — Outdoor Program

ARIZONA
Prescott College

CALIFORNIA
Mammoth Nordic
Snowlands Network MINNESOTA
Backcountry Trail Patrol
COLORADO

Colorado Mountain Club

Friends of Berthoud Pass

Friends of the Routt Backcountry
Friends of Red Mountain Pass
Summit Winterlands and Trails

MONTANA

Beartooth Recreational Trails Association
Montana Backcountry Alliance
Montanans for Quiet Recreation

OUTDOOR RESEARCH
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OREGON CANADA
Bend Backcountry Alliance Friends of the Rossland Range

UTAH
Nordic United
For websites & contact information
WASHINGTON see www.winterwildlands.org
El Sendero
Kongsberger Ski Club
Steven’s Peak Backcountry Coalition
The Mountaineers

WYOMING

Friends of Pathways

Jackson Hole Ski & Snowboard Club
Togwotee Pass Backcountry Alliance
Wyoming Wilderness Association





